Worktown Holiday Rituals
This exhibition shows photographs taken by Caroline Edge during the autumn and winter of 2009-2010, and of Humphrey Spender, taken in 1937-1938. 
Caroline Edge is photographing how people spend their holidays in Bolton. Holidays are unusual because they are a time when the normal daily routines do not apply. She has concentrated on the rituals related to holidays, like turning on the Christmas lights and making snowmen. 

Her photographs are inspired by Humphrey Spender who photographed daily life in Bolton. Spender’s photographs were for Mass Observation. This social research organisation studied Bolton, which they called Worktown, in great detail. They aimed to prove that these small details could be used to understand what people thought about their world. 

This exhibition is supported by the Humphrey Spender John Marriott Scholarship for Social Documentary Photography, 2009, and Bolton University.
