LOOK UNDER YOUR FEET, THE PAST IS THERE v.1 notes March 12, 2017

By Leslie McMurtry

Characters

WIND, female, older

GRASS, male, younger
MITCHELL, 10, bored urban kid  

MITCHELL’s MOM

VOICE OF PTERADON

PARK RANGER 1 (played by Ed)

TRAPPER 1, 30s

LAKOTA WIFE, 20s

TRAPPER 2 or MILITARY PRESENCE

POSTMISTRESS, 40s

PIONEER WOMAN, 30s

RADIO VOICE 1, male

RADIO VOICE 2, female

PARK RANGER 2, female

Blue text should be recorded in situ 

Scene Outline (for version 1)

SCENE 1:  EXT. BADLANDS. DAY. (TIME IS ETERNITY.)

SFX:  theme music (perhaps composed by Gemma?)

Dawn. Wind and Grass greet each other in eternity.  Badlands soundscape including some of the animals. Wind and Grass will have to describe how the formations look in case someone listens to this who has never seen the Badlands before.

SFX
:  Wind – grass – eagle – kestrel – red-tailed hawk – magpie – meadowlark – thunder 
LOOK UNDER YOUR FEET, THE PAST IS THERE v.6 notes March 31, 2017

By Leslie McMurtry

Characters

WIND, female, older

GRASS, male, younger
MITCHELL, 11, bored urban kid  

MITCHELL’s MOM, 30s/40s

VOICE OF PTERANODON

PARK RANGER 1 (played by Ed)

JOSEPH MORGAN, 25

WANAGHI TACHANKU
, late teens, Lakota woman

JEAN-FRANÇOIS HUNOULT, 30s, French-Canadian trapper

JULIA WALKER, postmistress of Conata, 40s

LEAH WAYNE PICKLER, pioneer woman, 30s

RADIO VOICE 1, male

RADIO VOICE 2, female

MORGAN TALL HAT, 30s, park ranger

PARK RANGER 3, male or female

Blue text should be recorded in situ 

Scene Outline (for version 1)

SCENE 1:  EXT. BADLANDS. DAY. (TIME IS ETERNITY)

SFX:  theme music (perhaps composed by Gemma?)

Dawn. Wind and Grass greet each other in eternity.  Badlands soundscape including some of the animals. Wind and Grass will have to describe how the formations look in case someone listens to this who has never seen the Badlands before.

SFX
:  Wind – grass – eagle – kestrel – red-tailed hawk – magpie – meadowlark – thunder 
LOOK UNDER YOUR FEET, THE PAST IS THERE v.15 May 17, 2017 (FINAL SCRIPT)

By Leslie McMurtry

Characters

WIND, female, older

GRASS, male, younger
MITCHELL, 11, bored urban kid  

KIM, 40, Mitchell’s mom

VOICE OF PTERANODON, raspy, wisecracking

PARK RANGER 1, male or female, any age

JOSEPH MORGAN, 22, Welsh trapper

WANAGHI TACHANKU, 17, Lakota woman

JEAN-FRANÇOIS HUNOULT, 30s, French-Canadian trapper

JULIA JESSIE WALKER, postmistress of Conata, 50s

LEAH WAYNE PICKLER, pioneer woman, 20s

BBC RADIO ANNOUNCER, male, any age

NPR RADIO ANNOUNCER, female, any age

MORGAN TALL HAT, 30s, park ranger

TONY, 20s, Morgan’s cousin, radio DJ 

MR HEATHER, 30s/40s, hillbilly

RAMSEY STEWART, 20s, gallant

SCENE 1:  EXT. BADLANDS. DAY. (TIME IS ETERNITY).
SFX:  wind
1.
WIND.
There is no polar darkness like the darkness of the Badlands.

SFX: grasses rustle
2.
GRASS.
I have not seen the Moon—

3.
WIND.
But I have, for the wind blows where it will, here most of all,



and the caress of the wind is alike in canyon, crevasse, hollow, peak,



as on the Moon.

4.
GRASS.
But grasses do not grow on that perfect topological map,



do not skirt abandoned cities of weathered sediment,



for moment by moment we are negotiating boundaries:

5.
WIND.
For you, it is the close clipped cosmetics 



of bison’s straight flat teeth, pronghorn’s skipping hooves

6.
GRASS.
A quivering white tail, a wrinkled nose, 



and a temporary temple built by a . . .

SFX:  A meadowlark sings several repetitions
SFX:  red-tailed hawk cries, wings rush

Your playground is an unending sky.  

7.
WIND.
You wind through crevices in scorching summer,



send out spindly roots for rare water in cutting cold winter.



Frost grabs a tight grip on stone and springs it open 



like a lock.

SFX:  trickling water
8.
GRASS.
Companion cedars greedily soak from the cut valleys



where a backbone separates

9.
WIND.
Interior from spinal wall, for under the earth is growing and faint


a thunder-beat of thrumming.


10.
GRASS.
Together we can weave a kaleidoscope of sounds,



awareness of you made manifest by the attendance of me, and the touch



of the wind ripples the grass, neither absence nor definable presence. Sweeping pinnacles,

11.
WIND.
Following the sheep on the highest table of earth, like an open book to the sky,

12.
GRASS.
But you are older than I, 




you were here when the crags were underwater marinas.

13.
WIND.
Time.

SFX:  Musical theme

14.
GRASS.
Time is eternity.

15.
WIND.
Time is now.


SFX:  wind, grass
14.
WIND.
Another day dawns.

SFX:  Car traffic on a small, windy, twisting road.
� Will have to find out if sounds like those on Xenocanto and NPS Yellowstone can be used


� Red Cloud (Mahpiya Luta) received his name because a red comet travelled through the sky the year he was born (1822).  James LaPointe’s grandmother, born in 1833, had a name related to Snowstorm of the Stars, a meteor shower that happened the year she was born. Wanaghi tachanku (trail of the spirits, the Milky Way). Around 1800, the Arikara were on the east side of the Badlands and the Lakota on the south, west, and north. 


� In real life, Harriet and Bea DeHaan owned one general store.


� Will have to find out if sounds like those on Xenocanto and NPS Yellowstone can be used





